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Storm Ellen permitting, I’m looking forward to the Cricket 3rd Test starting today, 

England AND Wales v Pakistan, hoping it’s not a repeat of the 2nd test washout. 

I’ve been hooked on cricket since my playing days at school, college and as a 

junior doctor when I was the only female in the Royal Gwent Hospital XI- it 

always caused consternation when we turned up to an away game and they 

had to find me a dressing room.  

There’s something for everyone in cricket- the colour, trumpets and costumes 

at Sophia Gardens One Day internationals, the quality and watchability of the 

women’s game, disability cricket for the Deaf, blind, physical and learning 

disabled – and the reassuringness of a village cricket game in progress. I 

confess I’m a nerd when it comes to the rules, which include 10 ways to be out, 

a definition of the player’s waist (to identify a ‘beamer’, or illegal high ball) – and  

a clear statement that the game must be played in the spirit of cricket, not just 

by the rules. 

That spirit of fairness was embodied by David Sheppard, the only Ordained 

Priest to have played Test cricket, who later became Bishop of Liverpool. He 

converted passion for fairness into faith in action in deprived inner cities, back 

in the 1960s, promoting foodbanks, community reconciliation, and stood against 

racism by refusing to play against apartheid South Africa. 

Sport leading to good actions is one thing - but it may seem frivolous to spend 

time playing when we are beset by coronavirus, distress and poverty in our 

country and worldwide. The German theologian Jurgen Moltmann posed the 

question ‘should Christians play’?  – and his answer was absolutely yes. As well 

as its instrumental value- achieving purpose, identity, fitness, inclusion, 

Moltmann tells us play has intrinsic value as ‘part of our being, a gift from God…. 

a celebration of life lived to the fullest, an inbreaking of heaven, a delight that 

carries over into all aspects of existence’. I find children understand playing but 

we grownups sometimes forget.  

So I’m hoping that we’re not going to hear ‘rain stopped play’ this weekend- but 

I’m confident it’ll be ok, as God is a cricket fan -  the Bible says- ‘In the Big 

Inning, God created the Heaven and the Earth’.  


